Arcadia Painters Make A Pre-Raphaelite Pilgrimage

“I Am Half Sick of Shadows (The Lady
of Shallot)” is one of the many paintings
by John William Waterhouse that have
influenced Arcadia artists.

Arcadia Gallery
51 Greene Street
New York, NY 10013

A group of Arcadia Gallery’s young-
est and most talented painters braved
the winter winds of Montreal to pay
homage to an artist that many of them
say is one of their biggest artistic inspi-
rations; 19th Century British painter
John William Waterhouse (1849-1917).

Michael Klein, Joseph Todorovitch,
Jeremy Lipking, Brad Kunkle and
even Arcadia President Steve Diamant
boarded planes, trains and automobiles
to visit The Montreal Museum of Fine
Art as it hosted the largest exhibition
of Waterhouse paintings and drawings
ever assembled. Waterhouse, who is
most famous for his works depicting
female characters from Greek and
Arthurian mythology, has cast his
“net of influence” over many genera-
tions of painters that value timeless,
figurative imagery combined with an
extraordinary, narrative element.

While the above-mentioned paint-
ers are relatively young in age, they
all have “old souls” that are in direct
conversation with Waterhouse and
other painters from the Pre-Raphaelite
Brotherhood. This esteemed group of

English artists, poets and critics strong-
ly believed that the classical poses and
compositions that were popular in the
19th century and specifically influ-
enced by the artist Raphael, had been a
corrupting influence on the academic
teaching of art that was popular during
that period. They objected to work that
was sloppy and stylistic to the point
of flaw and they wanted to return to
the abundant detail, intense colors and
complex compositions found in Italian
and Flemish art that was present in the
times before the artist Raphael (hence,
the label “The Pre-Raphaelites”).
Considered by many art historians to
be the first “avant garde art movement,
the Pre-Raphaelite sensibility is found
in so many of the works created by the
Arcadia artists, especially those who
traveled to the exhibition. Brad Kunkle,
Joseph Todorovitch, Jeremy Lipking
and Michael Klein all rebel against the
contemporary art world by creating
classic, romantic and brilliantly execut-
ed imagery that will stand “the test of
time,” like the works of John William
Waterhouse.
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Arcadia Gallery At The Los Angeles Art Show

“Southwest Sojourn” (Oil on Canvas, 42 x 56 inches) was one of 2, new large-scale
Michael Chapman paintings premiered at the LA Art Show.

Every January, Arcadia packs up
the gallery and heads to California
to participate in the West Coast’s
largest, international art fair, The
Los Angeles Art Show.

Now in its 15th year, this interna-
tional salon of art features a stellar
collection of over 100 of the finest
art galleries from around the world
as they assemble to present works
of art from the turn-of-the century
to the present. Originally estab-
lished by the prestigious Fine Art
Dealers Association of America,
this exhibition presents collectors
with an opportunity to acquire and
experience works by both muse-
um-caliber artists and newly dis-
covered talent all under one roof.

Originally presented at an airport
hangar in Santa Monica, the show
has grown into a cultural behe-
moth that is now housed in down-
town Los Angeles’ Convention

Center. With tens of thousands of
collectors, celebrities, artists and
students attending the show each
year, it became necessary two years
ago for a move to a larger space.
This move solidified Los Angeles
along with New York and London,
as a cultural center for
the visual arts.

Arcadia Gallery pre-
sented almost 80 works
of art, with many being
shown for the first time.
Creating its own “salon”
with dark green, painted
walls and “rooms” that
display individual art-
ist’s works, Arcadia
Gallery President Steve
Diamant says, “The Los
Angeles Art Show is an
extraordinary opportu-
nity to essentially pick
up the gallery and place

it 2500 miles away in Los Angeles.”
Diamant continues, “The gallery’s
collector base, which spans the
world, is especially strong on the
West Coast with so many collectors
rejecting the avant garde work so
prevalent in Southern California,
for the more classic, timeless
imagery created by our artists.”
Some of the highlights of this
year’s exhibition included the
presentation of large-scale works
by West Coast painter Michael
Chapman as well as stunning,
new figurative works by Joseph
Todorovitch. In addition, the
gallery premiered works by the
“young phenom,” Julio Reyes who
is profiled later in this newsletter.
In addition to the Los Angeles
show, Arcadia will be returning
to the West Coast on May 21st
where it will premiere new paint-
ings at the newly established San
Francisco Fine Art Fair. Whichever
city we visit, we hope you’ll take
the time to experience the fair and
Arcadia’s exhibition.

American Art Collector Magazine’s Marketing Director
Amy Elliott (c) stands between her partner Dr. Paul
Gause (r) and Arcadia painter Julio Reyes (1) after her
acquisition of Reyes’ masterwork “Dominion” at the
Arcadia Booth.
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A Liook Ahead

Here's a preview of the important events scheduled for the first half of 2010 at Arcadia Gallery.

March 13 - 27, 2010

ROBERT LIBERACE

ONE MAN EXHIBITION

Arcadia Gallery hosts the country’s
most respected figurative draftsman,
Robert Liberace. In both oil and draw-
ings, Liberace sheds light on the human
form and will hold his first drawing
demonstration at the gallery.

April 22 - May 7, 2010

BRAD KUNKLE

PREMIERE, ONE MAN EXHIBITION
Arcadia presents the world premiere

of paintings by this new discovery.
With oil, gold and silver leaf, Kunkle's
hyper-romantic homages to beauty

are unlike anything seen before.

May 13 - 28, 2010

MICHAEL KLEIN

ONE MAN EXHIBITION

Michael Klein returns to New York
and Arcadia Gallery for his second,
one-man exhibition. Inspired by his
years in Buenos Aires, Klein continues
to be one of the world’s most revered,
young realist painters.

May 21 - 23, 2010
SAN FRANCISCO FINE ART FAIR

Arcadia Gallery returns to the “City By The Bay's" Fort Mason Center for a gathering of
the art world's elite galleries featuring classic and contemporary painting and sculpture.

June 10 - 25, 2010

JEREMY LIPKING

ONE MAN EXHIBITION

Jeremy Lipking returns to Arcadia for his
fourth exhibition. These works include
intimate depictions of everyday life with
a focus on women and children.

July 15 - 29, 2010

MALCOLM T. LIEPKE

SPECIAL EVENT EXHIBITION
This special, summer exhibition called
“DESIRE."” will be a small, but very
specific body of works that explore
passion and seduction.

JULIO REYES

Even as a child he knew that he wanted to be an
artist, and he drew consistently. His ever-growing
imagination was fueled by his family’s tradition of
telling, what were often fantastical, tales of his lineage,
imbuing his childhood with wonder. “Beyond my par-
ents, there exists an incredible family saga, transmitted
to me around dinner tables and fireplaces one story
at a time. Through those experiences, I learned that I
come from a long AT
line of Indians,
witch doctors, and
bootleggers, a lin-
eage that stretches
out across Mexico,
and the American
Southwest.

Born in 1972,
by the time Julio
was in high school
his drawing skills
were well devel-
oped. His teach-
ers made note of
his abilities, and
encouraged him
to pursue a life in the arts. It was about this time how-
ever, that Julio was finding great success as an athlete.
He excelled in soccer and Reyes was to participate in
the famed Gothia Cup Tournament in Gothenburg,
Sweden. With over 60 different nations participating,
the tournament was, and still is, larger than the world
cup. His team proudly represented the United States in
the championship game final, played in Ullevi Statium.
Colleges were recruiting him with the promise of
generous scholarships, but Julio made a surprising
decision and turned them down.

“I couldn’t see myself being an athlete all my life. I
remember very clearly, I was in the Louvre in France,
with a group of soccer guys who really only had girls
on the mind. As I looked around, I was overwhelmed
with this tremendous sense of longing. It felt as though
I was the only one who knew we were surrounded by
splendor. I never felt further from my dreams. Later
that night, in my sketchbook, I secretly drew as many
works of art as I could remember. As if by doing so,

I could catch up to lost time; there was this rush, to
get to my true vocation... I knew then what needed
to be done.”

“The Northern Girl” Charcoal and Graphite

Julio enrolled in the Laguna College of Art and
Design in the year 2000 and began painting with oils
for the first time. He learned about art history and
aesthetics, as well a classical approach to the materi-
als and techniques of both painting and sculpture.
He received awards from the Peter Plotkin founda-
tion, and four years of portfolio-based scholarships
from the Laguna College. In 2005, Julio received
his Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the Laguna
College of Art and Design, with a minor in sculpture.
Upon graduating, Julio married and threw himself
into the artist’s life. He became a juried member of
the California Art Club in both painting and sculp-
ture, participating in their 98th Annual Gold Medal
Exhibition. He also received awards from the
Art Renewal Center in their ’06 and ’07 salon
competitions. His work has been featured in the
2008 December issue of The Artist’s Magazine,
where he received high honors in their 25th Annual
Portrait Competition. Mr. Reyes has been the subject
of numerous published articles highlighting his art
and talent. The most recent being the September 2009
issue of Southwest Art Magazine’s “21 Artists Under
31 - Young Artists to Collect Now.”

Reyes” work differs in the field of contemporary
realism, in that it does not have the “academic patina,”
as he would call it. His “intimate uniqueness” can be
felt in the types of scenes he chooses to depict; and
it is the connective tissue that relates his private
experiences with greater movements of our culture.
His optimism lies in the human condition: “that noble
quest to better know ourselves and our place in the
universe.” Arcadia is thrilled to be representing this
young, master painter.

“Dominion” Oil on Canvas 36"x 69"





